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House of Burgess: Ignore fading 
celebrities' threats 

Trump, like Obama, target of the increasingly 
irrelevant 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


Gosh. Guys, did you hear what comedian Kathy Griffin did? Oh, man. It's 
terrible. She was on stage at a concert and she just started ranting and 


raving about President Donald Trump. 


“He's a piece of s---. I told him to suck on my machine gun,” she bellowed to 


the crowd, with a firearm in each hand. 


Wait. No. Just a second. 


That was actually Ted Nugent talking about then soon-to-be President 
Barack Obama in 2007. (At the same concert, Nugent also said of Hillary 
Clinton: “You might want to ride one of these into the sunset, you worthless 
b----.” April 19, Nugent visited Trump at The White House along with Robert 


James "Kid Rock" Ritchie and former Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin.) 


I think I've got it now. It was on Twitter after a tragic shooting. That's the 


ticket. 


After telling Trump to “watch out,” she went on to say, “Real America is 


coming after you.” 


Darn. Hold up. I've gotten it wrong again. 


That was actually one-term Illinois Republican ex-Rep. Joe Walsh referring 


to Obama after the killing of five Dallas police officers last year. 


OK, for real this time. 


After being released from a 72-hour psychiatric hold, Griffin fled her home, 
prompting her estranged spouse and in-laws to call 911. The family told the 
operator Griffin thought she was a part of the CIA, and that they were 

trying to kill her. They said she “has a bunch of paperwork in his backpack” 
supposedly proving she's “a CIA agent and [she's] supposed to assassinate” 


Trump. 


Whoa. Pump the brakes. My mistake. 


That was actually the former lead singer of the band Creed, Scott Stapp, 


instead threatening Obama in 2014. 


Jokes aside, May 30, Griffin shared a picture of a Tyler Shields photo shoot 
on her Twitter account in which Griffin holds what looks to be Trump's 
bloody, decapitated head. Though she immediately apologized, the damage 
was done. “CNN has terminated our agreement with Kathy Griffin to appear 


on our New Year's Eve program," the network said in a statement May 31. 


Even the manufacturers of toilet stools disavowed her. “We were shocked 
and disappointed to learn about the image Ms. Griffin shared today. It was 
deeply inappropriate and runs contrary to the core values our company 
stands for,” Squatty Potty CEO Bobby Edwards said in a May 31 statement 
shared with Adweek. “In response, Squatty Potty has suspended its ad 
campaign featuring Ms. Griffin. We have acted swiftly and decisively to 
demonstrate our commitment to a culture of decency, civility and 


tolerance.” 


Trump, too, clutched his pearls. “Kathy Griffin should be ashamed of 
herself. My children, especially my 11 year old son, Barron, are having a 


hard time with this. Sick!” he wrote on his Twitter account 


Friday, Lisa Bloom, Griffin's new civil rights attorney, held a press 


conference. Bloom said Griffin, like Nugent in 2012, had been contacted by 


the Secret Service. Bloom mentioned bands Marilyn Manson, GWAR and 
Municipal Waste as having created similar Trump-related art. Griffin, in 


tears, said she had several upcoming concerts canceled. 


This trend of fading celebrities threatening the president for attention is 
bound to repeat itself, so here's some friendly advice: They crave your 
shock. It's a cheap way to force the limelight. “It was the end of the day, 
we'd been doing all these silly photos, and I said, as I said on the tape, 
‘Alright, let's get in trouble. Let's give them something to talk about,'” 


Griffin said of the photos at the press conference. 


The minute you lose your head and spew vitriol in response to these 
provocations, you've already given these famous trolls what they want. 
Though, they shouldn't be surprised if the Secret Service has some 
questions. (One of my favorite stories from the satirical newspaper, The 
Onion, is: "Marilyn Manson Now Going Door-To-Door Trying To Shock 
People.") These incidents seems to be the domain of the celebrity on the 
other side of their peak. If you'd rather enjoy the whooshing sound as they 
speed ever more rapidly down the road to irrelevancy, just ignore them. It 
should be easy since there are countless real issues in this world on which 


to focus. 


Rob Burgess, Tribune city editor, may be reached at 


rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com. 


